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Pakistan’s Foreign Policy towards Middle East
Introduction
A Brief Overview of Pakistan–Middle East Ties
Historical ties between Pakistan and the Middle East date back to the Arab conquest of Sindh in 712 c.e. The
Arab-Islamic and Iranian civilizations had a significant impact on the society of the areas that now include Pakistan as well. Contemporary geopolitical concerns have increased the presence of Pakistan in the Arab Region.
Pakistan has attached considerable importance to its relations with the Arab Islamic states for security, as well
as religious reasons. The understanding of India’s security challenge and its conflict over Kashmir have led
Pakistan to look at Islamic countries as “normal allies.”
Pakistan’s decision to be part of the CETO and SENTO, the US-sponsored security pacts, instigated the animosity in the Arab world, especially in Iraq, Syria and Egypt. It was an opportune move by Pakistan’s bitter rival
India to use this congenial environment to extend its diplomatic reach to Arab nations. However, this decision
was also acted as a crossroads for the foreign relations of Pakistan as the pro-western bloc of Muslim countries
came in a close alliance with Pakistan, namely Iran and Turkey. As a matter of fact, only these three countries
are non-Arab Muslim countries and ranked among the world’s top military powers, where Pakistan outshines
rest due to its nuclear capability.
In the early 1970s Pakistan’s Middle East policy underwent a radical change in reaction to diminishing U.S. participation in military alliances. Pakistan started to look to the Arab oil-producing countries for economic assistance as an response to declining Western funding. Iran was an important regional ally under Mohammad Reza
Pahlavi, and also a source of much-needed foreign assistance. Saudi Arabia and the Gulf states have displayed
considerable interest in defense and economic growth for Pakistan.
With the exponential rise in oil sales, Pakistan’s Gulf region became more attractive as a destination for its
surplus manpower. Millions of Pakistanis have been employed on construction projects in the newly emerging
Middle Eastern countries like Iraq, KSA and UAE. With the boom of oil markets, the oil-producing countries
started pouring this money in their infrastructure development projects which required a maasive labor force,
furnished by the unemployed and overcrowded South Asia of that time. The overseas Pakistani workers not only
lowered the burden of unemployment at home but have also sent billions of dollars in remittances which helped
raise their standard of living and contribute in the country’s development. Saudi Arabia and UAE remained
the hotspot of employment for skilled and unskilled labor force of Paksitan; statistical data support this thesis.
From year 1980 to 1988, overseas Pakistani employees remitted about three billion U.S. dollars a year that help
mitigate the huge trade balance deficit.
Although Pakistan has openly and unconditionally supported the Arab states in their disputes with Israel, including a Palestinian homeland, in its disputes with India it has not earned unanimous diplomatic assistance
from all the Middle Eastern countries. Pakistan has actively avoided taking sides in tensions between Muslim
nations, in search of bilateralism.
Pakistan remained purely independent in the 1980s, during the Iran – Iraq War. coutnry participation in the
1991 Operation Desert Storm In Iraq was yet another matter due to the unanimous support from UN and the
Western and Arab alliance against the invaders of Kuwait.
Pakistan has emerged as a major regional player in the Middle East over the years, even though it retains a level
head. It also has security agreements with a significant number of States in the Middle East and Pakistan offers educational facilities to Saudi Arabia, Oman, Jordan, United Arab Emirates, Kuwait and Bahrain’s armed forces. Pakistani military personnel, being the largest contributor of the UN Peacekeeping missions are also admired to serve
in various capacities as trainers and advisers for Arab armies, as currently the former COAS of Pakistan’s army is
leading the collation force of Arab countries. Country was ranked as second in having its military presence outside
the country, after Cuba, where most of its foreign deployment was centered in different regions of Middle East.
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2. Identity formation and its influences on Pakistan’s Foreign Policy
Pan-Islamism and its impacts on Muslim Asia
From the times of war of independence 1857 to the creation of Pakistan 1947, the process of regeneration of
Muslim identity in South Asia affected from the gradient of Arab Nationalism in the wake of Pan-Islamism. As
discussed earlier, Islam came to the subcontinent in the 712 AD and in Persia the Muslim conquest was in 651
AD; the point to mention this here is to put a spotlight on the Islamization of the Asia and the restructuring of
global political landscape in times of mercantilism or colonialism and then in the post-world-wars liberal capitalism.
The post-colonial history of the region is another uniqueness that binds many Middle Eastern countries to their
Muslim counterparts in Asia and categorically the South Asia. In the late nineteenth century, the ideology of
Arab nationalism gained a great traction in the Middle Eastern region; springing up from the modern discourses
of Islam of the nineteenth century and congealed by vehemently anti-imperialist political movements. These
political movements across the Middle East were not only centered on their Muslim religious identity but it was
an attempt to rejuvenate their Arabian ethnic makeup regardless of religious association of people of this land.
One can trace the roots of Pan-Islamism in the Arabian Nationalism and it had unconceivable repercussions on
the non-Arab anti-imperialist Islamic movements, especially like freedom movement of Pakistan.
Pakistan was only country of its times to be created on the name of Islam and one of three countries having
the title of “Islamic Republic” in its official name, along Iran –a neighbor and first nation to formally recognize
Pakistan. Along this, both countries share history of Islamic descent to obviously Arab region while both are
geographically located in Asia and acted as the cradle of Islamic civilization on the continent. The idea of greater
Middle East and a supra-structure of Muslim countries failed to materialize in the times of cold war, as a smaller
imitation of this unison called “United Arab Republic (1958–1961)” was brutally defeated and wretched. Globally, the Muslim majority states had to opt between a communist partner (which is considered an infidel in Islam)
and a Capitalist western power. The colonial legacy , as well as the diplomatic and economic entanglements of
young Muslim nation-states with western imperial masters and capitalist powerhouse US hindered the Muslim
Asia as well as the oil-rich Middle Eastern states whose largest buyers were these very same powers, to pursue a
foreign policy agenda of united Muslim region. However, the establishment of OIC was considered a leap in foreign policy relations of Muslim countries. Pakistan has privileged status in the OIC due to its population, military
might, nuclear capability, geostrategic positioning and country’s relations with superpowers since its inception.

3. Pakistan’s Foreign Policy towards East
Pakistan’s foreign policy towards Middle East was never to gather support base to be a regional hegemon like
India and Pakistan always adhered the principle of neutrality and solidarity with Muslim nations; and indeed its
foreign policy objective ranked the agenda of Kashmir and Palestine as its foremost priority. The privileged status and upper hand of Pakistan in its eastern region was due to many reasons beyond its religious kinship, such
as being the only Muslim country among 58 nations having nuclear deterrence and a military ranked in upper
echelons of worldwide military tradition. Since beginning, the Islamic Republic of Pakistan do not recognize the
illegal occupation of Palestine (Israel) and ever since the country utilized its diplomatic muscle to advocate the
right of Palestinians.
Until the end of cold war, the resettlement of Palestinian Muslims and illegal occupation of Israel and its expan-
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sion remained the zenith of bilateral and multilateral forums (especially in Middle East where Arab states and
Turkey were advocating as pro-Palestinian) where Pakistan’s indelible support is worth mentioning among other Muslim countries. This diplomatic outreach of Pakistan forged a stronger bond with Middle Eastern states,
especially after the Israel led wars which induced instability and insecurity in the region. Naturally Pakistan became a defence partner of actors in the region and it was natural alignment for Pakistan as well due to the trade
potential of the region and lucrative market for Pakistan unskilled and semiskilled workforce. The oil boom of
Middle East trickled down in the form of employment for millions of Pakistanis and an opportune attempt of
government to bridge the national economic deficit through remittances. In the meantime, the issue of India’s
illegal occupation of Kashmir remained pivotal to Pakistan’s foreign policy in the East and country accomplished
to gather substantial support from its Muslim partners. Formation of OIC was a leap in this regard as a Muslim
pressure group at multilateral forums and it would have obviously strengthened the identity and sense of belonging to Muslim nations but due to myriad reasons the vision of united Muslim world did not materialized.
Contemporarily not only the subject of Kashmir but the Palestinian plight is also neglected and issue is not press
forward by many Middle Eastern countries as Pakistan did on the matters of their concerns in international
forums. Analysts credit this development to the archrival India and its Indian diplomatic relations and on the
other hand the dependency of gulf countries on workforce and exports of India. However, in February 2020, a
special envoy on the issue of violation of ceasefire and LoC in IOK and Azad Kashmir visited Pakistan to assess
the situation. This development is also in time with the increase in the Indian backed islamophobia campaign,
but it is essential for third parties to intervene neutrally and peaceful resolve the forestretched matter of liberation of Kashmir from the oppression of Hindutva regime.
Amid an advantaged standing of Pakistan in the Organization for Islamic Cooperation, a recent case brought
attention towards the Arab states preference of economic gains over the notions of Muslim unity when notwithstanding the resistance of Pakistan, gulf countries extended invitation of OIC summit to Indian minister of
External Affairs, Ms. Sushma Sawraj (late). This does not depict the failure of Islamabad’s Foreign Office but the
economic realism of its Gulf partners. Gulf States also awarded their highest civilian award to the Prime Minister
of India –Narendra Modi, who is perpetrator of terror on Muslims of India, and now nurturing the islamophobia
campaigns in its far-right fascist regimes. This either was not the failure of Pakistan’s diplomatic outreach but
the same reason mentioned before.
The placid development of foreign relations of archrival India and Iran (especially on development of Chahbhar
port) also lead to an apprehensive situation not only for Pakistan (as its Gawadar port is in the same area) but
for the larger Middle East, as they are competing with Iran for regional hegemony.
It is to understand that redefining the relations of Pakistan with its Middle Eastern partners is indispensable
and needs a holistic approach that should aim to advance the Pakistan’s strategic objectives and its long-term
vision rather than yielding to the Gulf States, which are pursuing policy of interest.
Economic Ties with Middle Eastern States

Pakistan has been categorized as “Saudi Arabia’s closest Muslim ally , both are historically close and extremely
friendly, frequently categorized as a special relationship comparing to other regional powers. A quick comparison between both nation-states highlight that apart from Pakistan’s supremacy in its military capability,
geo-strategic location and gigantic workforce –comprising five percent of Saudi immigrant ethnic groups – KSA
is far larger in its territory, economy and Human development index. According to a poll conducted by Pew
Research Center, Pakistanis have the world’s most positive perception of Saudi Arabians, with 9 out of 10 respondents treating Saudi Arabia sympathetically. However, the democratic indicators rank Pakistan ahead of
its Middle Eastern counterpart.
Apart from being the Pakistan’s major source of petroleum, Saudi Arabia also provides substantial financial
support to the country along with provision of employment to more than two million Pakistani migrant sending huge remittances back home. Two countries regularly exchange high-level delegations over the past few
years and have formed plans to enhance bilateral cooperation in commerce, education, real estate, tourism,
information technology, communications and farming. Pakistan’s prospects of a Free Trade agreement with the
Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) will also ameliorate the economic ties bot only with KSA but with other gulf
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countries having huge potential and untapped markets. Financial cooperation comprise of 3 billion US dollars for aid
and loans , establishment of an oil refinery at Gawadar, and
20billion dollars investment in the developmental projects
of the country.
In contrast, Pakistan’s economic relations with Iran had
been favorable but much smaller in its dimension in comparison to Saudi Arabia. Iran is an important economy of
Middle East with market size 81.4 million people and nominal GDP US$ 430.1 million. Iran ranks second in the world
in natural gas reserves and fourth in proven crude oil reserves. Economic ties staled due to economic sanctions
on Tehran from USA also hindered the financial pursuit
of both nations; nevertheless both reached a Free Trade
Agreement in 2004, ratified by cabinet in the subsequent
year. In order to smoothen the process of trade liberalization and privatization in both countries a body called “Pakistan-Iran Joint Business Council” (PIJB) was established in 2001 to resolve the disputes related to trade. Regionally, Iran plays a leading role in international organizations where Pakistan is also an active member like OIC, D-8, ECO, G-24 and G-77. The robust foreign policy
and well-timed initiatives of both nations were the reason that trade between both countries surged in 2013-14.
In addition, Iran-Pakistan Pipeline was also expected to channel the industrial and economic growth of both
countries but due to India’s soft power projection and overworked nuclear deal and sanctions of US, the project
of energy sharing does not seem to be materializing in near future. Such as, recent techno-entrepreneurship
venture of Pakistan, Iran and Turkey under the emblem of ECO, and creation of ScienceTech+ Center by both
nations in last few years can act as the peddlers of both country’s floundering economies and bilateral economic
partnerships of both. Due to these economic sanctions on Tehran, Pakistan experienced a loss in its agro and
fruit’s lucrative market in Iran.
The road and railway connectivity between both countries through 370 km long highway ‘Taftan- DalbadinNoshki-Quetta’ (N-40) is a sanctioned project but its progress and completion is imperceptible. In contrast,
the railway network Istanbul – Islamabad – Tehran was an idea tossed at the platform of ECO in 2008 with an
objective of connecting the Central Asia and South Asia with European countries. Until recently, Iran was more
interested in collaborating with India for the development of its Chahbahar Port but now actor’s offer to be part
of China Pakistan Economic Corridor and its engagement in pro-china bloc forums like SCO highlight the changing pattern of country’s foreign policy and geostrategic alignment.
Current Geopolitical and economic arrangements, and emerging multipolar world order renders the diplomatic,
economic and defensive partnership with Iran indispensable. In case of escalation between Iran and KSA, Pakistan will be in a difficult situation and Pakistan’s defense partnerships with KSA can also act as an impediment
in remaining neutral in the dispute. Moreover, Pakistan cannot afford the two front enemy problem due to its
deteriorating economic outlook and Iran’s tussle with KSA may lead to an increased security dilemma for Pakistan; which is why Pakistan offered to mediate the issue between both.

4. Pakistan’s Foreign Policy Determinants in Eastern Region
a)

National Security and Pakistan’s Foreign Policy

Security is a divisive and basic principle that tends to underline national development policies and nation’s
foreign policy in the contemporary anarchic world. Predominant trends of modern world also highlights that
unipolar system is evolving into multipolar one following the rise of fierce non-state actors and proxy wars,
adding to the national security challenges. Since the beginning of twenty-first century, Pakistan’s foreign policy
underwent a 360-degree change when country collaborated with US in its war against terrorism. Country remained the hapless victim and frontline state
in this war and these levitated security concerns
affected the foreign relations with many countries
including Middle Eastern states. In the recent past,
Pakistan has been suffering from dilemma of arms
race, proxy wars and possible nuclear proliferation
if Iran deal fails.
However, the country’s neutral stance towards Iran
and KSA strife and its offer to act as intermediary
for peaceful resolution of differences clearly exhibit the non-aligned standing of Pakistan among the
archrivals of Middle East.
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stan’s foreign policy towards Middle Eastern states, one have to dissect the region and relate the numerous ethnic, sectarian and racial associations of the people of both regions, leading to the upper echelons of powers and
governments. In addition, one have to analyze in detail the dependency of Pakistan on major powers of Middle
East in terms of trade, diplomatic support, oil dependency, military backing etc. In terms of politics and strategic
developments of the region, since last couple of decades Pakistan has been actively involved in the region on
diplomatic, economic and security cooperation agendas, owing to interdependent nature of international system, especially with KSA, which has rendered the country a privileged status and is considered important in the
regional politics.

Pakistan is robust security partner of the region and its massive military presence in the region hints towards
the essentiality of Pakistan in terms of safety and security of the region. Therefore, from 9/11, world largest military powers had to rely on Pakistan’s military and intelligence services for defensive actions owing to Pakistan’s
military might and far stretched intelligence network. Furthermore, the Pakistan’s military force also serve as
the training hub for the armies of Arab countries whereas due to its battle-hardened force and modern military
capabilities the country is also perceived as an equalizer between KSA and Iran; however it is in agreement with
KSA for military assistance unlike Iran. In fact, the Pakistani Army has become the first Islamic world military
to train British and foreign officer cadets at the Royal Military Academy’s oldest prestigious military training
school in the world. In fact, the UN Centre for Excellence for Peacekeeping Operations is based in Pakistan,
where officers from across the world are specialized in conflict resolution.
“Pakistan’s top national security issue and challenge is its economic security, without which the country would
not be able to modernise its national security which is imperative for survival. Pakistan’s dependency on the [International Monetary Fund] programme, aid and financial assistance from Saudi Arabia, and [Financial Action
Task Force] conditions are negatively affecting the country on the foreign policy front, the fraught situation in
the Middle East is the ultimate test of Pakistan’s diplomacy.” Putting the whole quandary of Pakistan’s national
security concerns from the Middle Eastern region, this statement of a Prof. Feroz Hassan Khan from the Naval
Postgraduate School Department of National Security Affairs in Monterey, California, put it in a nutshell at a
conference organized in Islamabad earlier this year.
Amid all these problems, country’s foreign policy towards Middle East has been somewhat success due to its
neutrality and cognizance of the political developments of region. However, with the changing political, diplomatic and defence landscape of region, a situation may come where the decision-makers have to side with either
one nation of region or one bloc. The rulers of the country –couple of decades ago –have faced a situation like
this, when our dependency on US coerced us to side with the superpower. An effective and farfetched foreign
policy demands contingency frameworks pertaining matters of national security must be reformulated and
reassessed at intervals.
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b)

Foreign Powers Interloping in ME Region

Peeking into the history of region, one will come to know that almost a century ago; most part of the region comprised of independent territories but soon after that, population resettlement took place along with attempts of
colonizing through secret agreement (Skye’s-Picot) and slicing the region by imperial powers like British and
French. Promising Zionist their homeland in Palestine through Balfour agreement 1917, betraying the Arab uprising who stood against their Ottoman rulers, and carving the region into smaller and weaker powers for having an upper hand on them in future, the move of British and French colonial masters is still keeping region in
check. After the fall of Ottoman’s, the US forces started backing the axis powers in the region such as Libya-Egypt
campaign. US also remained active in supporting Israel in six-day war 1967, Yom Kippur War 1973 and Lebanon
invasion 1982; soon after this, country extended its relations with conservative monarchies of Saudi Arabia,
Iran and Iraq. It is till the mid of 20th century, that USA became the dominant power in the region owing to its
interest in fossil fuel and to balance the influence of Soviet Union allied with Arab socialist leaders. Regional
powers interplayed with US due to their dependency on US as largest buyer of oil and supplier of weapons and
security to the region.
After the end of cold war and demise of great socialist regime in USSR, the USA remained the only great power
in the region and its closest ally was Israel –foe to many Arab nations though. However, there had been many
skirmishes in the region like Iraq-Iran war, Kuwait Invasion, civil wars and jihadist movements etc. some supported by the superpower US.

In twenty-first century, major development that shaped the political, economic and diplomatic dimensions of
the region where US led War on terror, deposition of Saddam Hussein’s regime, Israeli unilateral solution, and
Arab Spring followed by civil wars in Syria, Yemen, Libya and Iraq. A resurgence of armed non-state actors, as
Islamic State (IS) fraught the economic potential or region and hindered political and social development of the
people of region. Until now, Yemen and Syria are in constant state of war where international powers like US,
Russia, Turkey and others are projecting their power and turned the country of flowers into a war-torn debris.
This shows that since last several decades, the Middle Eastern region had been experiencing foreign interventions, especially of great powers that not only shaped the politics and economy of the region but also tainted the
relations of Muslim states with each other, especially the war against terrorism, which provided a pretext to the
pursuit of power to strong Arab nations.
As a matter of fact, China is now building closer bilateral ties with Middle Eastern states and leadership of these
countries visited and concluded numerous MOUs and contracts worth billions of dollars, depicting a shift of
these states from US to Chinese markets and political blocs. The attraction of Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) and
its offshoots like CPEC and other economic corridors with energy production projects have a huge potential for
the markets of Middle East and the greater vision of China to connect most of the world, except North America,
will bolster the oil dependent economies. Collaboration of Chinese with oil-rich Middle Eastern states is understandable because China is ranked among the world’s largest energy consumers and importers.
The BRI is about connectivity across Eurasia and the Indian Ocean region at its core, and Chinese firms reap the
benefits of support from the government to undertake subprojects envisaging the larger vision of BRI. Levantine
states need infrastructure growth to fund national infrastructure development projects as Saudi Vision 2030 or
the Syrian and Iraq rebuilding. Chinese corporation-owned entities with a reputation for quality and speed have
been signing contracts for major projects across the region. This is specifically correlated with the rise in Chinese foreign direct investment in the Middle East. Since 2013, the China Global Investment Tracker has reported
more than $123 billion in BRI-related investment into the country reaching to the largest extra-regional source
in 2016. Couple of years ago, China shared its vision of further investing in the region for establishment of Twowheel and Two-wing strategy aiming to link the intercontinental industrial parks and ports. In contemporary
times, the significance of China’s economic networking with oil rich states intrigued their American counterparts but the agenda of Chinese is economic one rather than diplomatic or strategic.
CENTER OF PAKISTAN & INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS
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However, unlike the advent of colonial masters or neo-imperialist regimes in the region, the Chinese investments are
welcomed as the people of region have a positive image of
China with respect to industrialization and trade liberalization. Moreover, Chinese trade policies will not coalesce
the agenda of political liberalization like the USA and the
investment China is doing in ME was much needed at this
time when most of oil producing countries are diversifying
their economies for making them sustainable. China provides a walking stick to the gulf states and its vision of BRI
bids Middle Eastern region as the hub of connectivity for
Asia, Africa and Europe.
Qatar, Oman, UAE, Kuwait and Israel are few Arab countries formed after the creation of Pakistan in 1947 and
except Israel –to whom Pakistan did not recognized formally and consider an illegal occupation of Palestinian
–all other Arab nations were considered as Muslim brethren and Pakistan extends its diplomatic and military
support to them.

c)

India’s Economic Interest based Foreign Policy in Middle East

Soon after the cold war ended, India turned towards Middle Eastern region for its economic buildup due to
loss of a key partner in the region –USSR. Much greater in its agrarian terrain and unemployed population, the
country found the beacon of hope in the Arab states of Gulf. The major system level development, where a bipolar world transited into a unipolarity, India also started establishing foundations for its collaboration with the
leading liberal power of the world –the United States.
Middle East soon became a hotspot for the imports of goods and human resources for India, providing support
to its floundering economy. Country’s dependence on the Gulf States for employing the unskilled and semiskilled human resources that ultimately ensured remittances and its alignment of diplomatic and economic
goals is remembered as zeitgeist of times in India. By the passage of time, the volume of Indian workforce gradually increased in these aforementioned states, especially in KSA, Qatar, UAE and Bahrain. Due to the oil-boom
in these countries, the infrastructure development projects soared and so does the employment of Indians belonging to country’s southern region but less than 30 per cent of them were able to find white collar jobs and
remained centered in the construction sector. Industrialization process of country was in need of uninterrupted
supply of hydrocarbons, furnished by the neighboring Iran and other Gulf States namely Saudi Arabia and Qatar.
This ever growing base of Indian diaspora in the Middle East was the reason that India estatblished the ministry
of Overseas Indian Affairs in the first half of the new century. According to estimates, more than eight million Indians were employed in this region by year 2018 and contributing a greater share in their national economy and
uplifting the socio-economic and living condition of their family members at home. The statistical analysis of the
remittances sent back home by Indian diaspora in the Middle East accounted for up to 80billion dollars in 2018.
Being the only Hindu state in the region, the country was successful in buttressing its economy by integrating
itself in the markets of neighboring region but soon it came to realization that these countries are also a great
source of FDI in India, which is why India levitated its diplomatic outreach in the Middle East region, particularly in the UAE. This development coincided with the wave of revolutions in the region (Arab Springs, to which
country supported through opposing the regime changes) and renewed liberalization program of the country.
Owing to the success of Indian diplomatic missions in the Middle East, the country’s premier endowed with the
highest civilian award “The King Hamad Order of the Renaissance” from Bahrain, “Order of Zayed” UAE’s highest
civilian award, “King Abdulaziz Sash Award” from Saudi Arabia and many others from Muslim nations. To keep
in mind that the person honored with these awards were nominated as the perpetrator of terror and violence
on India’s minorities especially Muslims, by the US report on freedom of minorities due to wrethched condition
of Muslims of Gujrat –Modi’s constituency. However, it also signals the significance of economic relations and its
supremacy on the cultural and religious ties of a nation, not mentioning the potential of diplomatic maneuvering
in bilateral and multilateral forums as India did.
Economic interdependence of Middle East on India is the underlying reason hindering these Muslim states to
take up the agenda of Modi’s preferential treatment with Indian Muslims and violence wrecked by him in the
Indian Occupied Kashmir. In fact, Riyadh always offered a platform for the matter of Kashmir and now on the issue of Indian led islamophobia through sending special envoy to Pakistan for reviewing the on-ground situation.

d)

Crisis of Leadership in Middle East

At several occasions, it has been quoted the Middle Eastern leadership crisis started with the aging of leaders
but the problem was right there even when they were relatively younger, because there was a leadership vacuum and a one man or one family show. Nowadays, the majority of young Arabs cannot remember a time when
their country has a leadership that was drastically different from the one it enjoys today -much more oriental,
Arabian and Pan-Islamic. King Hussein of Jordan, King Hassan II of Morocco, Hafiz al-Asad Syrian president,
Libya’s Muammar Gaddafi, Egypt’s Husni Mubarak and numerous others have been leading their nations since
CENTER OF PAKISTAN & INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS
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decades. Swift transition of Saudi sovereign and far-reaching political, economic and social change, along with
diplomatic one also bewildered the situation in the region, which looks forward to KSA as protector of their
sacred places. At other hand, Iran’s political development and foreign policy goals remained intact due to the
permanence of supreme leader and council.
No one can guarantee what changes Middle Eastern states can experience in its leadership but current leadership is much similar to what was predicted by many political analyst and scholars. However, there had been a
great deal of change in the demography of these states and due to globalization a diverse yet integrated polity
exists in these countries, expect few where it is disrupted due to long wars like Syria and Iraq. Broader contours
of the foreign policy of regional actors delineate that there is a clear focus on economic diversification and development, democratization, water politics, and issue of Israel. Egypt and Saudi Arabia were only two countries
where analysts predicted an imminent change in the leadership and placement of a younger leader after the first
decade of new century; which proved quite right in case of KSA with crowning of Muhammad bin Salman. Apart
from that, Arab Springs did not materialized to the extent of Iran’s revolution and but unfortunate annexations
like once Kuwait suffered is in making in Yemen and Syria but with the involvement of non-state actors.
Among these are the fragility of democratic bodies and institutions, the reliance of the state on the Kings and
monarchs and the pattern of economic allegiance to foreign entities, and the domination of Asian experts and
workforce in these countries. The point to ponder here is to highlight the change in the patterns of international
alliances and partnerships with change in the ruling patterns.

e)

Kashmir Quandary, Middle East and OIC

The situation of Kashmiri brethren is much more similar to the statement of America’s founding father, Mr Patrick Henry chanting, “Give me freedom or give me death!” Pakistan’s jugular vein Kashmir has been in a state of
curfew and phase of colonization since Aug 2019 by Indian far-right national government. Repealing the constitutional rights of Kashmiri people by rescinding of Article 370 and 35-A is a move of BJP government to subjugate the natives of Kashmir to the illicit Indian writ. By adding insult to the injury, radical Hindus are attacking
the identity and values of Muslims at large and are undermining the key principles of prevailing international
order –peace, security, economic development, human rights and self-determination. . Muslims of the world are
castigating the unfair treatment of Indian Muslims by the current government of India, whereas Iran and Turkey
have categorically denigrated the ongoing repression in the state of IOK. OIC had recently sent its special envoy
to appraise the ongoing situation in the illegally occupied territory of Pakistan by India.
Diplomatic perseverance of Pakistan’s Premier Imran Khan for drawing the attention of the world towards the
illegal occupation and atrocities of Indian national government in Indian held Kashmir is laudable. PM Khan’s
pole position on peaceful dispute resolution of Kashmir was materialized by the OIC Secretary General’s announcement of sending a special envoy for Jammu and Kashmir Yousef M. Al Dobeay to Pakistan for a five-day
visit. OIC’s special envoy will comprise of a six-member delegation which will visit the Line of Control and
briefed on prevalent human rights violation of Indian authorities in Kashmir.
OIC, a platform of Muslim nations, remained pivotal for the diplomatic manoeuvring and voicing concerns of
1.8billion Muslims to the world, such as Palestinian and Kashmiri apprehensions. Pakistan is one of the founding members of this organization and always regarded this forum as a pivot for Muslim countries across the
globe. Whereas, India is a country encompassing of 310 million Muslims which forms 11percent of the global
Muslim population, also have a significance in global demography of Muslims. India since the inception of this
organization recognized OIC as an instrument of diplomacy and urged to become a member state but due to its
barbarity and illegal occupation in Kashmir, the country was denied the right to entry. Yahya Khan vigorously resisted to Indian demands of becoming a part of Muslim organization due to its devious engagements in Kashmir.
Since then, Kashmiri Muslims are victims of violence and wrath inflicted by the Indian government.
This Special Envoy by OIC directed at Kashmir was expected decades ago but India’s military and economic
might influenced the regional and global actors to adjournment of the subject matter. Up until recently, India’s
External Minister Sushma Swaraj’s visit to plenary session of OIC in response to the invitation from OIC resulted
in vain and military standoff between Pakistan and India remained stringent. Since the inception of this issue,
India claims this quandary as its domestic matter and refrained from any foreign assistance on the subject. In
the context of OIC, India’s External Minister categorically rejected any pertinent communiqué in 2019 and now
when OIC is taking formal steps for the resolution of the issue, MEA spokesperson withheld its previous stance
and refrained from discussion. However India’s stance is unilateral and illegal in the perceptiveness of Pakistan.
The OIC has reached its unwavering support for the Kashmiri Muslims in their justified fight for the inalienable
right to self-determination.
Along with this, OIC is also active in eradicating the Islamophobic elements and to eliminate the misleading
and false narrative of Muslims in the world. To serve the purpose, OIC is establishing a comprehensive strategy
to combat Islamophobia, building on proposals made by Pakistan in the OIC Ministerial Executive Committee
meeting in March 2019. Plenary sessions also pondered upon the subject of racism and religious discrimination
as well.
The territory is deemed as the fundamental constituent of a state and a place for the implementation of national and religious ideology. Islamic ideology underpins national as well as religious principles and in the global
context connects the worldwide Muslim community. Formation of OIC was under the purpose of securing the interests of the global Muslim community, such as safeguarding Palestinian Muslims from the barbarity of Zionist
expansion and recognizing PLO as an observer of the UN General Assembly. Similarly, in the wake of extremism
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and proliferation of radical Islamic groups in the world, OIC also played its role to minimize the zealotry and
fanaticism and promote solidarity among global Muslim society.
The effectivity of OIC’s special envoy for the Jammu and Kashmir will be apparent when India will accept the
offer for mediation and table talk on the subject of Kashmir and ease up on the Muslim denizens of Kashmir.
OIC can only make a difference if member states (which are already hand in glove with US and its regional partner India) will show their consent for the peaceful resolution of long-awaited Kashmir issue, and only then they
will fulfil their duty as a Muslim to provide their brethren with basic human rights and ameliorate the economic
and social condition of the people of Kashmir.

f)

Indian Ocean Rim and Pakistan’s Positioning

The hedging and wedging policy of the powers residing in the Asian continent (i.e. China, India and Japan) in
the Indian Ocean Rim along signifies the vitality of IOR in the future geostrategic environment of the world. IOR
acts as a channel of trade for Europe and America to the Middle East, Africa and Eastern Asia, connecting the
energy resources, other supplies and human resources. In last decade (precisely from 2016 onward when US
National Security Strategy was furnished by Obama administration) a clear tilt towards the IOR securitization
and alliance formations like US-India-Japan-Australia Quad along with military modernization plan of India
backed by US are noticeable. Trump’s NS 2018-19 reaffirmed the country’s mission to forge new alliances to
counter the economic rise of China and its far-stretched economic corridors using Indian Ocean as its maritime
route. In these times, all nation-states having stakes in the IOR are focused at sustenance of their supply lines,
communication channels and safety of their trade linkage.
Pakistan has a strategically significant geopolitical position as the Afghanistan, China, India and Iran are already
in the immediate proximity, and at the route of the world’s most important coastal oil supply lines of Middle
East and the major population centers of the world -East & South Asia. Country is now also focusing on its naval
buildup and expecting an increase in its peacekeeping missions involving the naval power of their stupendous
military. Since the inception of CPEC in the country, the maritime security and utility of naval diplomacy remained imperative to the debates of national development. Another subject to ponder upon in this regards is the
development of country’s blue economy with reference to the recent summit held in Indonesia at Indian Ocean
Rim Association (IORA). At this early stage, a country like Pakistan requires to have an in-depth and sustained
dialog with the stakeholders of IOR and to establish the capacity of nation and its partners for a realistic and
implementable blueprint on the Blue Economy.
In terms safety and security Pakistan’s armed forces are ranked second in their military presence abroad after
Cuba, and most of them centered in the Middle East. With the modernization of Pakistan’s Navy and establishing
the interoperability in overall armed forces for securing the routes of CPEC and its terminus states and region at
large, Pakistan have potential to be a significant naval power in the region. Moreover, Pakistan’s Navy stepped
forward from its silent service and now becoming a significant element in the country’s foreign policy.

g)

Plight of Palestinian Muslim

Pakistan has always been a staunch supporter of the case of Palestine annexation by the Israel I Zionist groups
and being part of the country’s foreign policy objective, Pakistan strongly endorsed and backed the agenda in
international forums like UN, GCC and OIC. For case in point, the Middle Eastern nation states equivocally refute
the claims of Israel on the sacred places and sovereign land of Palestine forming another common ground for
Pakistan and its Muslim partners in Middle East to pursue identity led diplomacy on international forums and
be united for their collective right.
However, India’s pulled towards the US (and ultimately towards its partner in Middle East, Israel) owes to the
military modernization program and alliance shift of the country, which was previously a partner of US archrival
USSR. In case of Palestine, Israel borrowed international support and legitimacy from the superpower US and
now its alignment with India seems coincided with the India’s vision 2025 and its endeavors of becoming a
regional hegemon. Although Iran is also a staunch supporter of the case of Palestine but similar to Gulf States,
country remained inclined to the Indian side for the sake of national development and seeking economic refuge
in neighborhood due to sanctions leading to economic crisis. Similarly, there was not any strong opposition and
disapproval expressed by the Arab powers of Middle East when US announced to shift its Embassy to Tel Aviv.
The plight of Kashmiris and Palestinian Muslims is a disgrace to the humanity at large and their ideals of human
rights because the justice and birthright they deserve remained held up by the very same powers who were
advocates of human rights.
Pakistan’s creation on the principle of a sovereign homeland for Muslims of South Asia coagulates the resistance
and liberation movement for the resurrection of Palestine.
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Recommendations
1.
Primarily, the country have to set clear understanding of the Middle Eastern region, our interests and
foreign policy objectives and what the region and its powers mean to us. After an in-depth and holistic analysis
of the all the nations of the region and our relations with them, there is a need to assign the diplomatic and political resources to back up the intent.

2.
Considering the military and defence partnerships of Pakistan in the ME region, there is a need to reassess the factors rendering Pakistan as an indispensable ally and to make every possible effort to sustain this
status.

3.
Keeping a neutral stance has been the spirit of Pakistan’s foreign policy in the Middle East and country
had been successful in maintaining the balance between Iran and KSA till yet but the emerging nexus of rivalry
is instigating instability in the region. On Saudi Arabia and other Muslim countries of the Gulf region, Pakistan’s
neutral take and a pragmatic role in peaceful resolution of the issues will alleviate its diplomatic standing and
foothold in the region.

4.
Lately, Pakistan joined the Saudi-led alliance while this move gathered attention of the neighboring Muslim country Iran that is a regional competitor of Saudi Arabia and both countries are in a long scuffle of ethnic
and sectarian divide. However, the move coincided with the information pertaining the lease of Iran’s Chabahar
port to India which would have increased the national security concerns for Pakistan manifold. However, the
way forward for Pakistan is take Iran on board in CPEC and make country a partner in the economic, diplomatic
and security domain –owing to potential of Iran to be an ally in the end.

5.
The recent proposal of Pakistan to act as an intermediary between Iran and KSA for peaceful resolution
of conflicts was acclaimed by both sides. Such efforts should be amplified subtly as they will add in the Pakistan’s
equity and coalesce with the fundamental idea of Muslim solidarity.

6.
There is a need for renewed and recoupled diplomatic outreach of Pakistan in Iran owing to country’s
geostrategic positioning and potential to be an economic and energy trading corridor for Pakistan. Levitating
economic trade between both countries will further the collaboration on technology, healthcare, and defence
sector.
7.
Pakistan should adopt a more proactive foreign policy with all the non-regional partners of the ME nation-states as it will yield a strong diplomatic support, adds to the soft-power of Pakistan, and will build capacity
for diplomatic maneuvering at multilateral forums.
8.
A pre-emptive foreign policy should be adopted for the ME region by Pakistan owing to the volatile nature of the region, the crisis of leadership and India’s involvement in the region.
9.
Moreover, an approach of diplomatic outreach to all the countries of the ME region and collaborating
on the issues of shared concerns and introducing the confidence building measures will add to the country’s
diplomatic muscle, especially in case of armament and disarmament.

10.
Pakistan being the only Muslim country and regional partner of Iran should also look for the possibility
of being an intermediary between the US and Iran on the issue of nuclear proliferation. The nuclear Iran will
alter the strategic landscape of the region and will place Pakistan between the three nuclear powers geographically –a multifarious addition to the spiraling security dilemma of Pakistan.
11.
There is need to establish the research institutes and fund the already established institutes and think
tanks for promotion of an unbiased research and development and to instigate a scholarly debate among the
inter-regional allies on issues of shared concern. Such institutes provided the bilateral and multilateral support
could act as channels of lobbying and narrative building on the subjects of interests.

12.
A hybrid but heuristic approach should be opted by the foreign policy makers of the country in case of
Middle East and there is a need to prioritize the objectives of national development through international cooperation.
13.
In order to ensure an effective consultative process in the region, Pakistan will have to take other neutral
members on board to turn this instable and volatile region into a strength for global Muslim community and to
eradicate the renewed hoax of the islamophobia from the world.
14.
Other areas of collaboration like economic and scientific partnerships, anti-drug and anti-extremism
agendas and forums should be established to deepen the bond and amplify the cooperation on practical grounds.
15.
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glements in the ME region is resulting in the closer diplomatic and political rapport and this could result in a
discord for Pakistan.
16.
An upbeat public information program is need of the hours, comprising of utilizing the media of the ME
region to disseminate the public narrative and policy and avoid disinformation. In addition, there is need to market the plus point of the country like potential of its Gawadar Port, its emerging tourism industry, long-standing
ties between ME countries and Pakistan and the sense of shared identity.
17.
Pakistan should market its placement in the BRI as the flagship project carrier and an imperative link
between the Central Asia and Middle Eastern states for economic and energy cooperation.

18.
Pakistan became the non NATO ally and faced brunt of the terrorism against the war on terror but these
sacrifices and support in the War on Terrorism made by Pakistan have been overlooked by the global community and country has been listed on global terrorism financing watch list. Through having a support from it ME
partners, the circumstances could be quite different and country can utilize the added diplomatic and institutional support its relation with ME states can render to it.

19.
UN has been a cornerstone of Pakistan ‘s foreign policy and its new substantive initiatives. As part of
its commitment to the principles of peace and cooperation, Pakistan has always been a leading nation in the
UN and considered as a source of strength for the global Muslim community. The United Nations should not be
reduced to a by-stander as multiple conflicts rage in the Middle East. To resolve the Syrian crisis, it should be in
the driving seat. The UN should set up a peace table to bring warring factions together for negotiations to build
on the engagement in Geneva and Vienna. Delay means more deaths of innocents, more terrorism, more strife,
more instability.
20.
Along with extending ties with ME states, Pakistan also needs to look critically towards its engagement
with India as both South Asian powers had remained at loggerheads especially on the Kashmir dispute that require both states involvement in a dialogue. With the new emerging trends and changing regional dimensions,
Pakistan, after standing firm on its Kashmir policy without compromising the sovereignty, should began positive engagement with India through trade and business cooperation. The economic interdependence of India
and ME states is an indication that India also withhold a privileged position in the upper echelons of ME states,
similar to the special status Pakistan holds due to the defence partnerships. The evolution of relations of both
countries with the ME region resulted in a disinterested stance of Middle Eastern states on the issue of Kashmir
and now to break the ice, there is a need of a constructive political dialogue and economic engagement with
India.
21.
The trajectory of the relations of Pakistan with its ME counterparts depends on the country’s employment of a preemptive, explicit and robust foreign policy which is beneficial for the nation, region and beyond.
With its robust, capable and fully functional foreign office and a full time focused and dedicated minister of foreign affairs, Pakistan will be able to put forward its national and international relations.

Conclusion
A brief yet dynamic analysis of contributing factor in the foreign policy of Pakistan towards ME delineates the
fact that the geostrategic positioning and defensive capabilities of country renders it as indispensable in the politics of the region. However, current diplomatic setting of the region also hints fragility of prevalent order as the
Arab countries are tilted towards India and new rulers are pouring huge FDI in the country. The emergent global
powers, especially economic ones in the region, namely China, India and Russia, are forming strategic alliances
and seemingly two larger blocs a pro-US and pro-China are in making. In this context, India is consequently
deemed as regional partner by the US security administration, fulfilling the endeavors of India to be a regional
hegemon. Middle East plays a vital role in this regard, as the region will act as channel for the economic vision
of China’s BRI and new Silk Road, connecting three continents.
CPEC, the flagship project of BRI also amplified the need of a proactive national security and foreign policy of Pakistan towards the region and beyond. The country is ranked among the top military powers and is only nuclear
deterrent state among all Muslim states, where most of them are located in the focal area of this study. Apart
from lending defense services, country should also focus on the remote service provision in business sector to
bolster the economic potential of the region.
On the diplomatic front, it is imperative for Pakistan to ensure preemptive approach towards the developments
in the region and have contingency plans to execute and withstand. Situations like recent killing of General
Sulemani in Iraq could have led to escalation in this strategically crucial region of the world and become a
game-changer but as an emerging power, country have to set its national objectives clear and so its foreign
policy. All we need is to a reassess our aims and challenges and advance with coordinated diplomatic outreach
towards our Eastern partners and build on the geopolitical and economic capacity of three million Pakistanis
employed in the Gulf.
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